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1) Evolution of African American Culture

I chose this topic because February is Black History Month in
merica. Much of the history and lineage of African American
was lost due to slavery. Our ancestors were sold into slavery
or abducted from their tribal homes. African from various
tribes were brought to America and many of them could not
even communicate with each other. Consequently, from
generation to generation, more and more of our African

heritage was lost. The purpose of Black History Month is to

educate our youth and the world about the accomplishments
of African thoughtout our history that have often been ignored or attributed to others. Music in today’ s
world has been highly influenced the African American

experience, so today I will share some highlights about how the music has envolved.
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2) The history of Gospel

A common feature of African American songs was the call-and-response format, where a leader would sing a
verse or verses and the others would respond with a chorus. This came from African traditions of
agricultural work song and found its way into the spirituals that developed once slaves began to convert to
Christianity and from there to both gospel music and the blues. Also evident were field hollers, shouts, and
moans, which may have been originally designed for different bands or individuals to locate each other and

narrative songs that used folk tales and folk motifs, often making use of homemade instruments. In early



slavery drums were used to provide rhythm, but they were banned in later years because of the fear that
black slaves would use them to communicate in a rebellion; nevertheless, slaves managed to generate
percussion and percussive sounds, using other instruments or their own bodies. Perhaps surprisingly, there

are very few examples of work songs linked to cotton picking.
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commonly are referred to collectively as the black church, ) (nts Moy Noama:
During slavery, many slaves were stripped of their Africa

belief systems and typically denied free religious practice,
forced to become Christian. Slaves managed, however, t
hang on to some practices by integrating them into Christia
worship in secret meetings. These practices, including dance,
shouts, African rhythms, and enthusiastic singing, remain a |

large part of worship in the African American church. Africa il
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American churches taught that all people were equal in God's

eyes.
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4) African American culture has influenced music all over the world.
African American musical styles became an integral part of American
popular music through blues, jazz, rhythm and blues, and then rock and
roll, soul and hip hop; all of these styles were consumed by Americans of all
races, but were created in African American styles and idioms beforeg
eventually becoming common in performance and consumption across
racial lines.
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