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2) Achaemenid dynasty, Percepolis TD#7= 725 A,
2-1) griffin

The griffin is a legendary creature with the body of a lion, co

and the head and wings of an eagle. As the lion was
traditionally considered the king of the beasts, the eagle was
the king of the birds, and the cow is the symbol of fertility, the
griffin was thought to be an especially powerful and majestic
creature. Griffins are known for guarding treasure and

priceless possessions.

2-2) Postal system

One of the many achievements of the Achaemenid dynasty was the development of the Postal system. Called
Barid, this system was originally developed for imperial use, to help keep the empire stable. Later, it was
utilized by other leaders and for business purposes. The postal workers would carry messages via horseback
along well-paved and well-guarded road systems. At intervals along the way, which named

Chaparkhaneh,there were always fresh riders and fresh horses to continue carrying the message without

deal. Thus the system was lightning fast for its day.

3) Imam Reza shrine is a complex which contains the
mausoleum of Imam Ridha, the eighth Imam of Twelver
Shi'ites. It is the second largest mosque in the world. In 818
Imam Reza was martyred by Al-Ma'mun and was buried
beside the grave of Harun. Shias and sunnis started visiting
there for pilgrimage of his grave. By the end of the 9th
century a dome was built on the grave and many buildings

and Bazaars sprang up around it.&ER235A 7 A IZEDILT
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Persian miniature is a small painting on paper, whether a book
. ‘illustration or a separate work of art. The techniques are broadly
~Zcomparable to the Western and Byzantine traditions of miniatures in
Milluminated manuscripts. Although there 1s an equally
FE vell-established Persian tradition of wall-painting, the survival rate
s43and state of preservation of miniatures is better, and miniatures are
@imuch the best-known. Miniature painting became a significant
e Persian genre in the 13th century, and the highest point in the

Htradition was reached in the 15th and 16th centuries.
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