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and our needs for what a hero has also changed.

2) Who are the Heroes?

Heroes have changed over time as our needs and definition of hero have also changed.
Heroes can be assigned in to broad categories.

There is overlap between all Categories.

2-1) Ep1c Hero

More than human ( part god) old style hero.

Merits: Strong, good fighter, always wins

Flaws: One sided personalities, usually one fatal weakness
q J ob: Goes on quest or does deed, or other things no other
person could do.

~ His mighty arms | . e \ENREe—1r—& L T~T7 7 L X Hercules,( Heracles)
destroyed a throne, \ ¥ To kill the lion.The lion was a ferocious monster with a
and launched fhe v \ hide that could not be pierced by any weapon. This made
quest for the Y G B it near impossible to kill, but Hercules managed to
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2-2) Super Hero: more than human or desire to be better, physiological heroes, alter ego, need
motivation to fill a roll.

Superman (Defender) or Batman
(Avenger)

Merits: Have many and varied merits and
talents, never die.

Flaws: Few, mainly everyday problems.
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2-3) Anti Hero
Criminal, bad boy, gentleman thief, reluctant hero.
Can’t or won't fit into society

Manages to do the right thing, but is not primary goal

~ ® Many adventures
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2-4) Folk Hero

® May have been actual people, but whose stories are now
too big and too exaggerated.

® Usually made for children.

® Robin Hood, Paul Bunyan, John Henry

® Usually only used for entertainment or to teach a lesson.

Paul Bunyan is a lumberjack figure in North American

folklore and tradition. One of the most famous and popular
North American folklore heroes, he is usually described as a
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giant as well as a lumberjack of unusual skill, and is often accompanied in stories by his animal
companion, Babe the Blue Ox. Paul and Babe the Blue Ox, his companion, dug the Grand
Canyon when he dragged his axe behind him.
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Story of John Henry vs. the Machine: The Steel Driving Man

A West Virginia Legend retold by S.E.Schlosser.

Now John Henry was a mighty man, yes sir. He was born a
slave in the 1840's but was freed after the war. He went to
o < work as a steel-driver for the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad,
~ - ?_- 5 ey ; don’t ya know. And John Henry was the strongest, the most
Py . powerful man working the rails.

though many tried.
Well, the new railroad was moving along right quick, thanks in no little part to the mighty John
Henry. But looming right smack in its path was a mighty enemy- the Big Bend Mountain. Now
the big bosses at the C&O Railroad decided that they couldn’t go around the mile and a quarter
thick mountain. No sir, the men of the C&O were going to go through it- drilling right into the
heart of the mountain.

A thousand men would lose their lives before the great enemy was conquered. Lt took three long
years, and before it was done the ground outside the mountain was filled with makeshift, sandy
graves. The new tunnels were filled with smoke and dust.
Ya couldn't see no-how and could hardly breathe. But
John Henry, he worked tirelessly, drilling with a 14-pound
hammer, and going 10 to 12 feet in one workday. No one
else could match him.

Then one day a salesman came along to the camp. He had
a steam-powered drill and claimed it could out-drill any
man. Well they set up a contest then and there between



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giant_(mythology)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Canyon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Canyon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axe

John Henry and that their drill. The foreman ran that newfangled steam-drill. John Henry, he
just pulled out two 20 pound hammers, one in each hand. They drilled and drilled, dust rising
everywhere. The men were howling and cheering. At the end of 35 minutes, John Henry had
drilled two seven foot holes-a total of fourteen feet, while the steam drill had only drilled one
nine-foot hole.

John Henry held up his hammers in triumph. The men shouted and cheered. The noise was so
loud. It took a moment for the men to realize that John Henry was tottering. Exhausted, the
mighty man crashed to the ground, the hammer’s rolling from his grasp. The crowd went silent
as the foreman rushed to his side. But it was too late. A
blood vessel had burst in his brain. The greatest driller
in the C&O Railroad was dead.

Some folks say that John Henry's likeness is carved right
into the rock inside the Big Bend Tunnel. And if you
walk to the edge of the blackness of the tunnel,
sometimes you can hear the sounds of two 20-pound
hammers drilling their way to victory over the machine.

2-5) Japanese heroes, others, Q & A
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