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Joy Joy Joy — Thank you from the little black
girl who grew up in the southern states of
America and never dreamed she would ever be
in Japan. Though I can’t speak your language, I
don’t understand your culture, I am a single
woman doing missions work, still I am here.
It’s a miracle!!

Every experience in our lives should lead us to
greater enlightenment. As intelligent beings we owe it to ourselves to allow every
experience, good or bad, to shape our character in positive ways and lead us to our
best selves. Every person is a product of their upbringing, their culture, and their
personal experiences. Some of the things we learn as children become engrained
because it’s what we’ve been taught all our lives. It’s all we know. Not until we
expand our boundaries and experience other cultures will we be able to test those
childhood teachings. By doing so, we make our own conscious decisions about life,
love, and eternity.

My time in Japan has been quite the culture
shock...especially for a black woman. In my
talk today I would like to share a few stories
about my experiences during these two and a
half years. Here are some highlights.

The Physical Lifestyle — What my daily
lifestyle was like just before coming to Japan and how it dramatically changed after I
arrived. What I learned from this experience and what I will take back with me as I
go home.
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Surfing the Train — How I got lost several times on the train but learned from the
experience how to use the transportation systems. Amazing experiences in Japan’s
train culture.
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The Haircare Drama — How the heat and humidity affected my beauty routine.
How people responded to my natural hair. How I completely changed my beauty
routine to survive in Japan.
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Strangers — There have been many times
when total strangers have walked up to me
and started chatting like they met me before.
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Sirens, Noise, Sleeplessness — There are
a huge contrast in the amount of noise during
the night at my home in America and my

apartment here in Japan.
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Recreation and Fun Activities — In Japan I've enjoy hiking, sight seeing, flower
arrangement shows, Sakura viewing, maple tree viewing, festivals, karaoke,
luminarie , museums, and I'm look forward to seeing Mt. Fuji very soon! Why the
onsen is not so fun for me.
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Food, Nihongo Ryori — I have my favorites and least favorites when comes to
Japanese food. It took some getting used to. Even the American style foods here
have a Japanese twist.
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Temple and Shrine Visits — On many occasions, friends have taken me on
outings that include a visit to the temples and shrines in Japan. It is the one cultural
activity that causes me great conflict because of my faith in only One God who is
jealous of the many gods people worship in Japan.
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March 10, 2011 Disasters — The triple event of earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear
explosion began my family’s urgings for me to come home early. But I returned to
Japan because I believed that my work was not yet done here. Earlier this year my
dreams confirmed that its time for me to end my assignment here and go home to
rest. If there is an opportunity to come again, I hope to return.

(WEEOE Z A | E, 7 AV, BARNOHASBREN T N—TL720 2 GO TIIRICRZ
YT A TIEENIAT o CTEE LN, ZOERBRRITHMZe 0T, K6 RiE 14 FE O T L
= ARDOAE—F TN ETATLENZOT —~< 721 T2 BfIISLETL X D)

Ten Amazingly Cool Things About Japan — Safety, Honesty, Customer Service,
Generous Friends, Cash Society, Acceptance of Diversity, Cleanliness, Gift Wrapping,
Bicycle Accessories, Genki Old People.

Gospel Music — Play clip on personal history of gospel music in my family.
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