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Beekeeping Words and Meanings

Abdomen

Lower portion of the bee’s body; it contains the stinger & wax producing glands

Antenna(e)

The sense receivers on the head of a bee; used to smell and feel

Apiculture, Apiarists

Beekeeping , beekeepers

Box

One section of a hive that contains ten frames

Colony

A collection of bees which includes a queen and enough workers to sustain the

group

Comb (honeycomb)

Rows of hexagonal cells that are used to store honey and grow bee larvae

Compound eye

An eye with many parts where each part sees a little part of an object

Divide a hive

To use part of a hive to make a new one; to divide a hive in two

Extractor A machine that uses centrifugal force to draw honey out of the comb

Frame A wooden rectangle with an added wax foundation used to aid bees as they make
honeycomb

Hive A collection of one or more boxes to raise bees; it has only one queen

Mandible Jaw-like biting part of the bee; also used to hold and cut things

Nectar The sweet juice in a flower that attracts bees and other insects

Pollen The powdery, usually yellow, fine powder needed to fertilize a plant

Pollenate Fertilizing a flower or plant by moving pollen from one plant to another

Sting, stinger

When a bee inserts his stinger into an intruder’s bodys it is not “bite”

Swarm

When a queen takes part of a hive’s bees to start a new hive

Thorax

Middle part of a bee’s body; t has three pair of legs

Tube-like tongue

A tubular tongue used to draw in nectar, water or honey; also called proboscis

Wax foundation

A plastic board lightly covered with wax shaped into hexagons (6 sided shapes)

Beekeeping (213 F » 72 X 5 23713 Our adventures in beekeeping or apiculture began while we were living in

Wisconsin. My friend Alan decided to get a bee hive to help pollinate the apple and pear trees and plants in his

garden. That first year he invited me to look inside a bee hive or bee box as they are often called.
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1) IYARFOREEA

Some popular types of bees used in America today are European, Russian, and Italian. We have Russians right
now. They are hardworking and healthy. But, they are also more aggressive than most other bees. If you
will keep your hives near where children or pets play, you would probably want to pick the Europeans because
they are the calmest. There is another bee that was imported to Brazil in South America called African bees.
They were chosen because they work so hard. But they also have a problem. They are the most aggressive

when they feel like their hive is threatened. They will attack a human until he or she is dead.

2) Beekeeping DOEN

Cave paintings in Spain show that Spaniards were collecting
wild honey by 6,000 BC. Certainly it was the Europeans
that taught the rest of the world much about farming bees
and harvesting honey. In 1250 BC, the Israelites were
getting ready to enter the land their God had promised them.
It was called the land flowing with milk and honey. So by
this time in history many nations understood the value of

honey.

In the Orient, the first historical records are in China about

2 AD. The Chinese passed it to the Koreans and the Koreans brought bees to Japan. It is claimed that it
began at Mount Miwa in Nara Prefecture when an ancient Korean prince named Yoho intentionally let a
swarm of bees loose. Honey was an important commodity in Japan by the 9th century and by the 12th century
there was a thriving bee industry. In the 9th century, the emperor would give honey as a gift to visitors from
foreign lands. It was also used for its healing properties during that era. Beekeeping was introduced to
America in 1622 when a British ship brought over 1 or 2 colonies. That’s over 150 years before America became
a country! Still, the settlers in America continued to use traditional European methods to harvest honey and
beeswax. That method included killing the bees each fall to make the harvest.

It surprised me to discover that modern beekeeping is only 150 years old. In 1852, an American pastor named
Lorenzo Langstroth discovered that he could make boxes and put frames in them to help the bees make honey.

Prior to that, they often used straw baskets as you see here.

3) NF DK, 1TENFE

The first 1s the queen. She leads the hive. She does, but she is little more
than a slave herself. Her whole job in life is to lay eggs. A good producer
will lay eggs between 1,500 and 2,000 a day. She is pampered and treated
like royalty, but if for some reason she cannot produce eggs, the workers
will grow one of the eggs in a special way to create a new queen and kick

that one out, and also swarming.

Worker bees are all females.

The third kind of bee is the drone. That’s the guy. So men, nature didn’t forget about us. But wait. A
drone’s only job in life is to fertilize the queen. After mating, the drone’s sex organ is left in the queen — his
body is torn apart. And if a drone isn’t selected to mate with a queen, he’s kicked out of the hive. He will

eventually starve to death. Sorry guys.



9 IYAFORE, BELRRT S FIE,

This is a frame. There are 10 in each box. Inside the frame is a plastic

S sheet that has little hexagons (a six sided shape) on it. This plastic is
S called foundation. The hexagons are wax and are put there so that the
bees have a pattern to show them where to make honeycomb. What it

does is make the hive into a little factory.

So with 10 frames in a box, as many boxes as are needed are stacked on
top of each other to create the hive. If you were making a new hive, you
would start with only one box and hopefully take a few frames from an
= established hive. Those frames would have honey and honeycomb on
{ them. This gives the new colony a head start.

You may wonder how we get a new colony. You can buy a colony or
queen, grow your own, or watch your bees until they decide it’s time to

swarm. Remember, swarming is when a colony gets too crowded so they

 grow a new queen and start a new hive.

To divide a hive, you first need to think about the queen. Every hive needs a queen
to survive. So you ether grow one or buy one.

In the fall, comes the best part. You get to harvest the honey. It can be done by
hand or with some modern equipment. The first year, we did it by hand. We took
the frames out — one at a time. We cut the comb and squeezed the honey out. Next
we had to warm the mixture ever so slightly so that it doesn’t get too hot. Too much
heat will destroy the health benefits of honey. The heat will divide the honey and the

wax. But what a mess! We had sticky goo on the floor, on the counters and on the

table. After we finished the process, we had to clean the kitchen.

The better way is to use an extractor. An extractor is machine that uses
centrifugal force to draw the honey out of the comb.  Take the frames — again,

one at a time — and cut the cap off the honeycomb cells.
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272V L% d, As you can imagine, many bees die during the
winter. In the springtime when the nectar is flowing, they start
to increase their numbers. By the height of the growing season, a
hive will triple in size.
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Here’s the answer to spelling bee: A secondary meaning for bee is a social gathering. So a quilting bee is a social
gathering to make quilts (blankets) and a spelling bee is a social gathering to spell. In old (British) English it was
actually boon which change into been. “Beens” (social gatherings) then came to the US as the British colonized it.
Somehow in the process it was changed to bee, but there is no record that it had to do with honey bees.Also, the

question was asked about phrases that use bee. Some idioms are:

Busy as a bee To be very busy

To have a bee in your bonnet To be upset

Birds and the bees Talk about sex

A beehive of activity Everyone in the group is very busy
None of your “beeswax” A play on the word business (beeswax)

To make a beeline To go straight to something



