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What is Extensive Reading (ER)?

Why is ER necessary?

Differences between Traditional Approaches to Reading and ER

Two Crucial Factors for Successful ER are SSS (Start with Simple Stories) and SSR ( Sustained
Silent Reading)

® SSS helps learners to break the habit of translating English into Japanese and to form a habit of

reading English as it is and to form a habit of reading English as it is.

® SSR enables students to concentrate on reading books, and teachers to observe how students
are reading and give necessary advice on the spot.
® ORT (Oxford Reading Tree)
Stories from the ORT series were originally written for school
pupils in the UK. The characteristics of books from the ORT
series are summarized as follows: (1) they are used at primary
schools in the UK; (2) the stories are arranged from stage 1to 9
(238 books in total); (3) fixed characters appear; (4) they are
delightful stories with an interesting plot in natural English;
(5) the same vocabulary and sentence structures appear
repeatedly; (6) vivid descriptions of life in the UK can be found.

The differences in learning approach between these two types



of material are summarized in Table 1.

Table 1
School textbooks ORT
Explicit introduction of grammatical features Repeated and recycled
and vocabularies presentation of grammatical features and
vocabularies
Unnatural context Storyline and context provided
with "experience of the whole story"
Deductive approach of grammar learning Inductive approach of grammar learning
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